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experience, which helped him to understand not
only how a teacher in the Grundschule endeavours
to seize every opportunity of putting into practice
the principle of self-activity, but also how he seeks
to direct the immediate interests of the children
into the most fruitful channels. The pupils of the
3rd school year class in this school were engaged
in drawing a plan of the class-room. When the
writer entered the room, the teacher told them
to mark in their respective plans the exact spot
where the writer stood, which they did with re-
markable accuracy. By thus basing the methods
of instruction on the concrete as well as the spon-
taneous interests of the child, the German teach-
ers in the Grundschule not only succeed in avoid-
ing the overburdening of his mind, but in adjusting
every subject to his experience.
The total number of hours of work per week in
the ist, 2nd, 3rd and 4th years is 18, 22, 26 and
28 respectively.
B.   The Upper Section of the Volksschule.
Boys and girls who do not join a middle or
secondary school after completing their four years
in the Grundschule attend the upper four years of
the Volksschule. Such children generally enter
practical life and receive further education in
vocational schools on the completion of their I4th
year. Consequently, the courses of study have
a much closer relationship to the practical require-
ments of life than the courses designed either for
the Grundschule, or the first four years of a